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Introduction and Methodology 
Background 
Northern Ecological Services (NES) has undertaken a number of Phase 1 habitat 
surveys of potential development sites (see Table 1 below) for the Cairngorms 
National Park Authority (CNPA).  The Authority is in the process of preparing a Local 
Development Plan and the results of the ecological surveys will assist in the process 
of allocation of appropriate areas for development within the Park.

The sites allocated to NES for survey are grouped in two main localities, in the area 
from around Aviemore to Dalwhinnie along the north-western edge of the Cairngorm 
mountains, and in the upper Dee catchment in the eastern area of the Park, around 
the town of Ballater.  Surveyors for these two areas were Philip James and Graeme 
Guy for the Aviemore-Dalwhinnie area and William Latimer for the Ballater area and 
the surveys were undertaken during the period from late August to the first week of 
October. 

Survey Methods 
All sites were subjected to an “extended phase 1 habitat survey” according to the 
methodology of the Joint Nature Conservation Committee (2003) where habitats 
have been described and mapped and features of particular ecological interest 
indicated by target notes.    

Habitats of notable ecological value have been identified and evaluated based on the 
experience of the surveyors and guided by the community analysis of the National 
Vegetation Classification (Rodwell 1991 et seq) and the nationally adopted guidelines 
for habitat evaluation at particular geographic spatial scales (IEEM 2006).  These 
guidelines propose the following scale of importance or value:

 International importance 
 UK importance 
 National importance (England / Northern Ireland / Scotland / Wales) 
 Regional importance 
 County (or Metropolitan) 
 District (or Unitary Authority, City or Borough) 
 Local or Parish 
 Site level only (limited to the site boundary) 

   
The scale is intended to provide a gradation of areas but exceptions in terminology 
can arise, e.g. the Highlands are both a unitary authority (normally District level) but 
with the geographical extent of a Region.   The evaluation of the surveyed sites also 
takes account of the identified presence of species and habitats being the subject of 
Biodiversity Action Plans (BAP) or the Scottish Biodiversity List (SBL).  BAP habitats 
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and species include those from the UK BAP and the North-east Scotland and
Cairngorms local BAPs (NELBAP & CLBAP). 

Any evidence for the presence of protected species upon the sites, such as badger, 
red squirrel or bats has been noted and the suitability of any habitats to host such 
species has been assessed. 

Additional data has been obtained from the National Biodiversity Network Gateway to 
inform upon the likelihood, where habitats upon or adjacent to the site appear 
suitable, of a particular species being present upon the site. Records have been 
interrogated for national UK BAP species and species on the Scottish Biodiversity 
List and a judgement made as to whether the species in question might derive 
significant resources from the site (i.e. breeding sites, foraging areas). Where there 
was some uncertainty as to the current validity of species indicated as present in the 
10 km square, a time filter was applied to check for positive records from 2000. 

Notable plant species (as recorded on the Scottish Biodiversity List) on the NBN 
gateway have also been checked but these are generally recorded for the entire 10 
km square and hence there is a lack of precision as to the precise location for the 
record. The list of NBN species is given for each site but likely presence on the site 
needs to be judged in the light of the habitats present. 

Plant species are named in the following site accounts according to Stace (1999).  
Scientific names and common names of plant species referred to in the text are given 
in Appendix 1.

Limitations 
With the final commissioning of the survey work in mid August, surveys were mainly 
undertaken in the period from late August to early October.  Thus some species and 
species groups are likely to have been under-represented by the survey work, e.g. 
early flowering plants, birds.   

While the majority of the sites were relatively limited in area and all parts of these 
sites were readily accessible, it has not been possible to fully quarter the largest sites 
within reasonable timescales for the work and hence some species may have been 
missed.  However, it is considered that sufficient information has been gained to 
classify and evaluate the habitats present upon each site. 

For some areas of the Park, the satellite imagery available on the web is of 
insufficient quality to assist in accurately mapping habitat boundaries.  For some of 
the more extensive sites where landforms on the ground, or details on the OS map 
base, provide insufficient cues for differentiating habitat types, mapping of some 
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habitat boundaries e.g. the distribution of wet heath and dry heath, has been 
estimated by eye and may therefore lack accuracy. 

Records for some protected species on the NBN Gateway site, e.g. badger, appear 
to be filtered in time to reduce the likelihood of disturbance to specific sites or resting 
places. Records for some species indicating presence in the 10km square appear to 
be derived from older data and in these cases, the time filter was applied to check for 
more recent records from 2000 and a judgement made as to whether to list the 
species as present or not based on habitat criteria of the site and known population 
trends. As noted above, plant records are for the whole 10 km square in which the 
site is located and further precision as to the location of the record is not available. 

Report Structure 
This report contains the site accounts for all the areas requested for survey.  Each 
account for the numbered site comprises brief notes of the habitats and species 
noted during the survey, the NBN records for the site, a site evaluation and a Phase 
1 habitat map.  Maps are provided as jpeg files and as ESRI shape-files. Sites are 
named according to location, with the site number indicated on the map, generally in 
the bottom left-hand corner of the map, or adjacent to the appropriate site where 
more than one site is shown on the map (e.g. sites 58b, c & e, Rothiemurchus 
Estate, sites 38a, b & c, Dunachton Estate).  Phase 1 habitat codes are shown on the 
Legend. 
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Site Accounts 
Site accounts and Phase 1 habitat maps are provided for the sites indicated in the 
Table below. 

Table 1.  Sites Surveyed.  Survey Period 24/08/2012 – 05/10/2010 
Site Number: Site Name and Section
001 Ruthven Estate (A)
004 Invercauld Estate – Culsh (B)
007 Dinnet – Ordie (B) 
008 Craigmyle Estate, Auvhnerran Woods (B)
010 Kinakyle Aviemore (A)
011 Lynchat (A)  
020 Ruthven Farm Kingussie (A)
024 Dinnet Estate – Dinnet (B)
026 Monaltrie – Ballater (B)
027 Ardverikie – Dalwhinnie (A)
036 Kinrara Estate - Loch Alvie (A)
012g Reidhaven – Aviemore (A)
016a Cluny – Balgowan (A) 
016b Cluny – Uvie (A)
035a Invercauld – Crathie (B)
035b Invercauld – Keiloch (B)
035c Invercauld – Gairn    (B)
038a Dunachton Estate – Kincraig (A)
038b Dunachton Estate – Kincraig (A)  
058b Rothiemurchus Estate – Coylumbridge (A)  
058c Rothiemurchus Estate - Borrow Pit (A)
058e Rothiemurchus Estate - B970 Junction (A).

Sites are considered below not in number order by the two main localities of the 
National Park in which they are grouped i.e. in the Aviemore-Dalwhinnie area 
(Section A) and the Ballater area (Section B). 

A.  Aviemore - Dalwhinnie Locality 

001 – Land at Ruthven Estate 
A site with over half the area down to species-poor improved and semi improved 
neutral and neutral-acidic grassland.  A small area of sedge fen and birch dominated 
woodlands with veteran trees in the centre of the site are of note (see Target Notes 
below) while in the south-west of the site, small areas of heath and acid-
grassland/heathland mosaics are present. 
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1.  Mature woodland with open canopy of veteran Betula pubescens with occasional 
regeneration and some Salix aurita.  Species-rich field layer with some Centaurea 
nigra, Filipendula ulmaria, Angelica sylvestris, Achillea ptarmica, Succisa pratensis, 
Juncus acutiflorus, Deschampsia cespitosa and abundant small sedges.  Canopy 
cover approx 40%. 

2.  Species-rich rush and sedge-dominated fen with species similar to above. 

3.  Poor semi-improved grassland with patches of Urtica dioica and Cirsium arvense. 

4.  Abandoned orchard.  

5.  Grassy woodland dominated by mature and veteran Betula pubescens and B. 
pendula, with rare Salix cinerea. Canopy cover approx. 70%. 

6.  Grassy woodland dominated by mature and veteran Betula pubescens and B. 
pendula. Canopy cover approx 40%. Patchy, locally abundant regeneration. 

7.  Grassy woodland dominated by mature Betula pubescens and B. pendula.
Canopy cover approx 50%. Patchy regeneration. 

8.  Grassy woodland dominated by mature Betula pubescens and B. pendula.
Canopy cover approx 60%. 

Biodiversity Action Plan/Scottish Biodiversity List habitats & species present: 
 Upland birch (UK BAP) 

Relevant NBN Gateway Records:  common frog, adder, common lizard, barn owl, 
bullfinch, kestrel, linnet,  siskin, spotted flycatcher, house sparrow, red kite,  robin, 
woodcock, skylark, song thrush, bat species, brown hare, badger, roe deer.  

Notable plants recorded from the 10 km square:
Annual Knawel (Scleranthus annuus) 
Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta) 
Charlock (Sinapis arvensis) 
Corn Mint (Mentha arvensis) 
Dwarf Elder (Sambucus ebulus) 
Good-King-Henry (Chenopodium bonus-henricus) 
Greater Butterfly-orchid (Platanthera chlorantha) 
Harebell (Campanula rotundifolia) 
Heath Cudweed (Gnaphalium sylvaticum) 
Heather (Calluna vulgaris) 
Intermediate Wintergreen (Pyrola media) 
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Lesser Butterfly-orchid (Platanthera bifolia) 
Rampion Bellflower (Campanula rapunculus) 
Shepherd's Cress (Teesdalia nudicaulis) 
Sun Spurge (Euphorbia helioscopia) 
Wild Pansy (Viola tricolor) 

Site Evaluation:   
  Centrally placed association of birch woodland with veteran trees with its 
species-rich damp field layer and the adjacent sedge/rush fen, as indicated by Target 
Notes 1, 2 & 5 would be considered of value at the Local scale.   

  Other habitats of low ecological value or significant at the Site level (e.g. 
the small areas of heath) 

010 – Land at Kinakyle 
This site is characterized by 4 main habitats, wet alder woodland, enclosed improved 
grassland, poor semi-improved neutral grassland and marshy grassland.  Bracken 
and a patch of creeping thistle make minor contributions whilst the slope forming a 
step up from the woodland to the enclosed fields has semi-improved acid grassland 
with scattered bracken and recently burnt scattered broom bushes.  It has been 
colonized by rabbits. 

The site is currently being developed and there are groundworks on the enclosed 
fields (Target Note on Phase 1 map). 

Biodiversity Action Plan/Scottish Biodiversity List habitats & species present: 
 Wet Woodland (UK BAP) 

Relevant NBN Gateway Records:  common frog, adder, common lizard, barn owl, 
bullfinch, kestrel, linnet,  siskin, spotted flycatcher, house sparrow, tree pipit, robin, 
woodcock, skylark, song thrush, bat species, brown hare, otter, badger, roe deer.  

Notable plants recorded from the 10 km square:  
Black-bindweed (Fallopia convolvulus) 
Charlock (Sinapis arvensis) 
Corn Mint (Mentha arvensis) 
Field Pepperwort (Lepidium campestre) 
Greater Butterfly-orchid (Platanthera chlorantha) 
Harebell (Campanula rotundifolia) 
Heath Cudweed (Gnaphalium sylvaticum) 
Heather (Calluna vulgaris) 
Intermediate Wintergreen (Pyrola media) 
Shepherd's Cress (Teesdalia nudicaulis) 
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Sun Spurge (Euphorbia helioscopia) 
Wild Pansy (Viola tricolor) 

Site Evaluation:  The wet alder woodland should probably be regarded as of Local 
value.

011 – Land to east and south of Lynchat 
Two small sites in the village comprising improved grassland of negligible ecological 
interest with, for the southerly site, a line of lime trees along the road and a small 
stand of larch by the railway line.   

Relevant NBN Gateway Records:  Site unlikely to host significant populations of 
species marked as present in the grid square  

Site Evaluation:  Negligible ecological interest. 

012g – Reidhaven, Aviemore 
This site on the edge of Dalfaber village has is a mix of three main habitats, birch 
woodland, acid grassland and semi-improved grassland.  

The woodland has a semi-improved acid grassy field layer and these form clearings 
in the more open canopy to the north.  Elsewhere the woodland has a closed canopy 
except at 90506 13733 where acid dry heath is locally dominant in patches but 
containing frequent birch regeneration. Within the woodland at 90604 13704 are 3 
adjacent hollows. One is filled with soft rush, another is dominated by nettle following 
dumping of nitrogen rich waste and the middle is swamp covered with a floating mat 
of mixed vegetation including frequent Carex nigra, Menyanthes trifoliata and
Sphagnum fallax. 

The semi-improved grassland around the disused pit at 90640 13450 is a blurred 
mosaic of grassland and patches of creeping thistle and broom. It also grades locally 
to marshy grassland and two stands of birch woodland. 

The acid grassland is quite forb-rich in places but heather appears to be regenerating 
and spreading, possibly following grazing cessation. 

Biodiversity Action Plan/Scottish Biodiversity List habitats & species present: 
 Upland birch (UK BAP) 
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Relevant NBN Gateway Records:  common frog, adder, common lizard, barn owl, 
bullfinch, kestrel, linnet,  siskin, spotted flycatcher, house sparrow, tree pipit, robin, 
woodcock, skylark, song thrush, bat species, brown hare, badger, otter, roe deer.  

Notable plants recorded from the 10 km square:  
Annual Knawel (Scleranthus annuus) 
Black-bindweed (Fallopia convolvulus) 
Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta) 
Charlock (Sinapis arvensis) 
Corn Mint (Mentha arvensis) 
Cornflower (Centaurea cyanus) 
Field Woundwort (Stachys arvensis) 
Good-King-Henry (Chenopodium bonus-henricus) 
Harebell (Campanula rotundifolia) 
Heath Cudweed (Gnaphalium sylvaticum) 
Heather (Calluna vulgaris) 
Intermediate Wintergreen (Pyrola media) 
Lesser Butterfly-orchid (Platanthera bifolia) 
Scarlet Pimpernel (Anagallis arvensis) 
Sun Spurge (Euphorbia helioscopia) 
Twinflower (Linnaea borealis) 
Wild Pansy (Viola tricolor) 

Site Evaluation:  In its context on the village edge, the site should probably be 
considered as of Local value. 

016 - Cluny Estate 

Cluny: Balgowan 
A site dominated by fields of improved grassland.  Features of local interest are 
target noted below.  

1.  Line of mature mixed broadleaved trees along south side of road: Ulmus glabra, 
Fraxinus excelsior, Acer pseudoplatanus, Quercus spp. & Fagus sylvatica. 

2.  Planted woodland dominated by mature Pinus sylvestris with occasional Fagus
sylvatica and Pseudotsuga menziesii.

3.  Planted woodland dominated by mature Quercus spp. and Fagus sylvatica with 
occasional Pseudotsuga menziesii, Ulmus glabra, Picea spp. and Tilia spp. 

4.  Small stand of Pinus sylvestris with rare Larix decidua and Picea spp. 
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5.  Planted woodland dominated by mature Fagus sylvatica with rare Larix decidua;
Rhododendron ponticum covers much of the ground.  There is a line of Tilia spp., 
Acer pseudoplatanus & Aesculus hippocastanum along the road side. 

6.  Planted woodland with a mix of Corylus avellana, Aesculus hippocastanum, Tilia 
spp., Quercus spp., Picea spp. & Acer pseudoplatanus with Larix & Acer
regeneration. 

Cluny: Uvie. 
A small site of mainly improved grassland to the south of the road, with acid 
grassland to the north and small stands of birch woodland. 

1.  Woodland dominated by Betula pubescens with rare Populus tremula. 

2.  Woodland dominated by Betula pubescens with occasional Sorbus aucuparia and 
Populus tremula; some B. pubescens is veteran. 

3.  Disused quarry with Betula pubescens and Alnus incana. 

Biodiversity Action Plan/Scottish Biodiversity List habitats & species present: 
 Planted conifer (CLBAP) 
 Wych elm (NELBAP) 

Relevant NBN Gateway Records:  common frog, adder, common lizard, barn owl, 
bullfinch, kestrel, linnet,  house sparrow, siskin, song thrush,  red kite, robin, skylark, 
bat species, brown hare, badger, otter, red squirrel, roe deer.  

Notable plants recorded from the 10 km square:  
Greater Butterfly-orchid (Platanthera chlorantha) 
Harebell (Campanula rotundifolia) 
Heath Cudweed (Gnaphalium sylvaticum) 
Heather (Calluna vulgaris) 
Intermediate Wintergreen (Pyrola media) 

Site Evaluation:  Habitats considered of significant value at the Site level only. 

020 - Ruthven  
Two extensive fields of improved grassland with small stands of mixed woodland 
plantation in the west and north-east corners of the site and a shelter belt of tall birch 
along the north-east boundary of the site with planted rowan, alder, Scot’s pine and 
oak.   The site lies directly adjacent to Site No. 001 (Land at Ruthven Estate, see 
above for NBN data).   
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Site Evaluation:  Habitats considered of significance at the Site level only.    

027 – Dalwhinnie 

A site situated between the A889 and the railway on the southern edge of Dalwhinnie 
comprising an extensive area of species poor improved grassland and a relict but 
much impoverished area of wet grassland (see Target Note 3 below) with some 
remaining areas of open water on the river floodplain.

1.  War memorial with amenity grassland and occasional Pinus sylvestris, Sorbus 
aucuparia and Betula spp. 

2.  Playground 

3.  An active drain runs south to north through this polygon.  The vegetation is a 
heavily degraded valley mire dominated by mosaics of Juncus spp. and 
Deschampsia cespitosa. This habitat is now separated from the corridor of the river 
Truim by the A889 and drained and improved pastures (Target Note 6 below). 

4.  Six mature Pinus sylvestris. 

5.  One large mature Cupressus spp.; field layer dominated by weedy ruderals: 
Aegopodium podagraria, Urtica dioica and Cirsium arvense.

6.  Poor semi-improved grassland grazed by horses; locally frequent Senecio 
jacobaea. 

Biodiversity Action Plan/Scottish Biodiversity List habitats & species present: 
 Scots pine, roe deer (SBL). 

Relevant NBN Gateway Records:  common frog, common toad, adder, barn owl, 
kestrel, linnet, house sparrow, robin,  reed bunting, skylark, song thrush, 
yellowhammer, bat species, brown hare, badger, roe deer.  

Notable plants recorded from the 10 km square:  
Charlock (Sinapis arvensis) 
Downy Willow (Salix lapponum) 
Harebell (Campanula rotundifolia) 
Heath Cudweed (Gnaphalium sylvaticum) 
Heather (Calluna vulgaris) 
Intermediate Wintergreen (Pyrola media) 
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Mountain Bog-sedge (Carex rariflora) 
Shepherd's Cress (Teesdalia nudicaulis).

The majority of the above species are unlikely to be present on the site. 

Site Evaluation:  Habitats of significance at the Site level only though degraded 
valley mire has potential for restoration.    

036- Loch Alvie 
Mosaic of habitats on the eastern shore of Loch Alvie comprising some arable fields, 
but most mainly under improved and semi-improved grassland, some extensive 
blocks of birch-dominated woodland, some with a significant component of veteran 
birch and aspen and an area in the centre of the site with species-rich grasslands 
associated (see Target Note 11 below), small stands of coniferous, bracken, open 
water and inundatation vegetation of common reed (Phragmites australis) in a bay 
along the southern shore of the Loch. Mature woods of sessile oak are present in 
the north of the site with small areas of wet alder woodland by the shores of the loch, 
better developed along the north shore. 

See Phase 1 habitat map for the following target-noted areas: 

1.  Artificial pond for duck shooting; marginal vegetation dominated by Juncus 
effusus. 

2.  Mature Betula pubescens with one mature Populus tremula.  Approx 50% canopy.  
Some rabbit burrows. 

3.  Veteran Betula pubescens, dbh 80cm. 

4.  Woodland dominated by Betula pubescens and B. pendula (the oldest are the 
latter) with frequent Populus tremula, with trees of all age classes except 
regeneration.  Field layer enriched by cattle dunging and agricultural weeds. 

5.  One mature Salix caprea – the only one found in this survey. 

6.  Narrow fenced stand along roadside dominated by Betula spp. with rare Sorbus 
aucuparia and Larix spp., with a little Betula regeneration and patchy S. aucuparia
regeneration. 

7.  Woodland dominated by Betula pubescens with frequent Salix aurita, rare Prunus 
avium, Sorbus aucuparia and Rosa canina. 
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8.  Woodland dominated by large mature Larix decidua with frequent mature Betula
spp., occasional Sorbus aucuparia and a few small Alnus glutinosa along the water’s 
edge. 

9.  A few very large non-native conifers, dbh approx 1m. 

10.  Four large Pinus sylvestris. 

11.  Species-rich grassy field layer under approx 50% canopy, includes Gentianella 
campestris, Succisa pratensis, Achillea millefolium, Veronica chamaedrys, Plantago 
lanceolata, Genista anglica and unidentified orchids.  

12.  Stand of mature Pinus sylvestris between house and road. 

13.  Mature Quercus petraea and Betula spp. with almost 100% Pteridium aquilinum
beneath. 

Biodiversity Action Plan/Scottish Biodiversity List habitats & species present: 
 Upland birch (UK BAP) 
 Upland oak woods (CLBAP) 
 Wet woodland (UK BAP) 
 Reedbeds (UK BAP) 
 Unimproved neutral grasslands (CLBAP) 
 Scots pine, roe deer (SBL). 

Relevant NBN Gateway Records:  common frog, adder, common lizard, barn owl, 
black throated diver, bullfinch, kestrel, linnet,  siskin, spotted flycatcher, house 
sparrow, tree pipit, robin, woodcock, skylark, song thrush, bat species, brown hare, 
otter, badger, roe deer.  

Notable plants recorded from the 10 km square:  
Annual Knawel (Scleranthus annuus) 
Black-bindweed (Fallopia convolvulus) 
Charlock (Sinapis arvensis) 
Corn Mint (Mentha arvensis) 
Good-King-Henry (Chenopodium bonus-henricus) 
Field Pepperwort (Lepidium campestre) 
Greater Butterfly-orchid (Platanthera chlorantha) 
Harebell (Campanula rotundifolia) 
Heath Cudweed (Gnaphalium sylvaticum) 
Heather (Calluna vulgaris) 
Intermediate Wintergreen (Pyrola media) 
Large-flowered Hemp-nettle (Galeopsis speciosa) 
Scandinavian Small-reed (Calamagrostis purpurea) 
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Shepherd's Cress (Teesdalia nudicaulis) 
Sun Spurge (Euphorbia helioscopia) 
Twinflower (Linnaea borealis) 
Wild Pansy (Viola tricolor) 

Site Evaluation:  Considered of significant Local value for the range of, and quality 
of habitats present including elements probably of higher value: 

 Sessile oak woods (Local importance) 
 Small areas of wet, alder woodland (Local importance) 
 mature birch wood and mixed woodlands with good quality acid-neutral 

grasslands associated (Local to District importance)
 Reedbeds (Local to District importance). 

038- Dunachton Estate, Kincraig 
A site on the northern edge of Kincraig dominated by species-poor grassland, some 
with ruderal vegetation, and small areas of sparse birch woodland, one area (Target 
Note 1) with a more herb-rich field layer.

1.  Small fenced (ungrazed) stand of Betula spp. with three mature Alnus glutinosa at 
east end.  Field layer with Galium verum, Succisa pratensis & Achillea ptarmica, with 
A. glutinosa regeneration by burn. 

2.  Small stand of eight Betula spp. and one Larix spp. 

3.  Scattered Betula pendula, approx 10% canopy. 

4.  War memorial. 

5.  Playing field. 

Biodiversity Action Plan/Scottish Biodiversity List habitats & species present: 
Unimproved grasslands and wet/riparian woodlands (CLBAP) 

Relevant NBN Gateway Records:  common frog, adder, common lizard, barn owl, 
bullfinch, brambling, kestrel, linnet,  siskin, house sparrow, tree pipit, robin, skylark, 
song thrush, bat species, brown hare, badger, otter, roe deer.  
Notable plants recorded from the 10 km square:  
Annual Knawel (Scleranthus annuus) 
Black-bindweed (Fallopia convolvulus) 
Charlock (Sinapis arvensis) 
Corn Mint (Mentha arvensis) 
Good-King-Henry (Chenopodium bonus-henricus) 
Greater Butterfly-orchid (Platanthera chlorantha) 
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Harebell (Campanula rotundifolia) 
Heath Cudweed (Gnaphalium sylvaticum) 
Heather (Calluna vulgaris) 
Intermediate Wintergreen (Pyrola media) 
Large-flowered Hemp-nettle (Galeopsis speciosa) 
Scandinavian Small-reed (Calamagrostis purpurea) 
Shepherd's Cress (Teesdalia nudicaulis) 
Sun Spurge (Euphorbia helioscopia) 
Twinflower (Linnaea borealis) 
Wild Pansy (Viola tricolor) 

Site Evaluation:  Grasslands and woodlands of Local value in the context of a 
village-edge site.   

058b – Rothiemurchus Estate, Coylumbridge 
Small plot of regenerating pinewood. Occasional mature Scots pine and Birch trees 
with clearly defined second tier of dense young pine (and birch) in places. Frequent 
Juniper bushes throughout. Mixed dwarf-shrub field layer with Calluna vulgaris
dominant but with increasing shade Vaccinium myrtillus and V. vitis-idea will become 
more extensive overtime. Stock fence along southern boundary 

Biodiversity Action Plan/Scottish Biodiversity List habitats & species present: 
 Juniper (UK BAP) 
 Upland birch and Native pinewoods (UK BAP) 
 Scots pine, roe deer (SBL).

Relevant NBN Gateway Records:  adder, common lizard, kestrel, linnet, siskin, song 
thrush, robin, Scottish crossbill, tree pipit, bat species, badger, roe deer.  

Notable plants recorded from the 10 km square:  
Annual Knawel (Scleranthus annuus) 
Black-bindweed (Fallopia convolvulus) 
Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta) 
Charlock (Sinapis arvensis) 
Corn Mint (Mentha arvensis) 
Cornflower (Centaurea cyanus) 
Field Woundwort (Stachys arvensis) 
Good-King-Henry (Chenopodium bonus-henricus) 
Harebell (Campanula rotundifolia) 
Heath Cudweed (Gnaphalium sylvaticum) 
Heather (Calluna vulgaris) 
Intermediate Wintergreen (Pyrola media) 
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Lesser Butterfly-orchid (Platanthera bifolia) 
Scarlet Pimpernel (Anagallis arvensis) 
Sun Spurge (Euphorbia helioscopia) 
Twinflower (Linnaea borealis) 
Wild Pansy (Viola tricolor) 

Site Evaluation: Local value for birch/juniper/dry heath formations but probably part 
of a larger site continuum.

058c - Rothiemurchus Estate, Borrow Pit, Inverdruie 
Dense, immature pinewood on borrow-pit surround with a mixed dwarf-shrub field 
layer (Vaccinium myrtillus, V. vitis idea & Calluna vulgaris) and a rich and extensive 
moss carpet. 

Borrow pit has patchy pioneer pine and birch colonization and a mosaic of tall 
ruderal, dense broom scrub and acid grassland habitats on the SW floor and sides. 
Creeping thistle and nettle are co-dominant on the waste ground.  Patches of thinly 
vegetated acid grassland include clumps of heather and if left undisturbed rapid 
succession to heath then woodland is anticipated. 

Raspberry bushes are patchily abundant along the SW access road margin, whilst 
dense pine regeneration either side of the road inhibits vegetation on the ground.

Biodiversity Action Plan/Scottish Biodiversity List habitats & species present: 
 Upland birch and Native pinewoods (UK BAP) 
 Scots pine, roe deer (SBL). 

Relevant NBN Gateway Records:  adder, common lizard, kestrel, linnet,  siskin, 
spotted flycatcher, song thrush, tree pipit, robin, bat species, badger, roe deer.  

Notable plant list as for 058b – Rothiemurchus Estate, Coylumbridge, above. 

Site Evaluation:  Considered of significance at the Site level only.

058c - Rothiemurchus Estate, B970 Junction 
Business access road and car park in mature plantation pinewood surround.  Near 
neutral grassy field layer beneath the canopy (semi –improved acid locally around 
trunk bases) with clear zonation to small patch of semi-improved neutral grassland. 
On the north side of the car park there is a patch of dense broom scrub and a new 
footpath links the car park with the B970. 

Biodiversity Action Plan/Scottish Biodiversity List habitats & species present: 
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 Scots pine, roe deer (SBL). 

Relevant NBN Gateway Records: adder, common lizard, kestrel, linnet,  house 
sparrow, siskin, spotted flycatcher, tree pipit, robin, song thrush, spotted flycatcher, 
bat species, badger, roe deer.  

Notable plant list as for Site 058b – Rothiemurchus Estate, Coylumbridge, above. 

Site Evaluation:  Low ecological value of significance at the Site level only. 

B.  Ballater Locality 

004 – Culsh Farm, Ballater. 
An extensive site of overall ecological interest for its range of habitat types including 
some habitats of high ecological value.

Woodlands: Open deciduous woodland of mature birch in the north of site on 
an east-facing slope west of Culsh Farm (Target Note 2, see Phase 1 habitat map).  
Acid Agrostis/Festuca grassland and bracken understory with Danthonia decumbens, 
Anthoxanthum odoratum, Deschampsia flexuosa, Succisa pratensis, Oxalis acetosa, 
Vaccinium myrtillus, Galium saxatile, Veronica chamaedrys, Potentilla erecta and 
Viola spp.  Scattered mature juniper. 

 Mature mixed woodland in the south of the site, birch and large spreading 
Scots pine with abundant juniper on the western edge (Target Note 5) and locally 
within the wood.  Understory of bracken with patches of acid grassland. Patches of 
pine regeneration to the north of the wood. 

 An oak wood is present with mature Quercus robur, Betula pendula & B. 
pubescens mainly outside the boundary to the south of Culsh Farm (Target Note 6) 
but with a section lying within the site.  Though now fenced off from the adjacent 
pasture, the wood appears to have been undergrazed in the past with a grassy 
understory and patches of nettle. 

Grasslands: On lower slope west of Culsh farmhouse, acid-neutral Agrostis/Festuca
grasslands (Target Note 7), possibly slightly semi-improved, but relatively species-
rich including species as for adjacent birch woodlands described above (Target Note 
2) plus Achillea millefolium, Plantego lanceolata, Galium verum, Campanula 
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rotundifolia and Rumex acetosa. Remaining grasslands south of Culsh farm semi-
improved and not so diverse. 

Dry heath: Calluna with Vaccinium vitis-idea and Erica cinerea on high ground in 
the south-west of the site (Target Note 4) with a small (around 0.5 ha?) mire (Target 
Note 3) and some bracken stands in the south-west of this compartment. 

Mire/Flush: Eriophorum angustifolium/Erica tetralix flush (Target Note 3) with 
Sphagnum spp., Narthecium ossifragum, and small patches of Molinia cearulea with 
Juncus effusus and Achillea ptarmica.  Flushed area drains onto, and down a track 
leading eastwards off the hillside towards Culsh Farm. 

Boundary features:Includes stone walls along the southern boundary of the site and 
a tree-lined track (Target Note 1) from the main road to the farmhouse (birch, wild 
cherry, hazel, wych elm , sycamore and blackthorn. Similar tree species are present 
in the wood on the slope to the west of the track. 

Biodiversity Action Plan/Scottish Biodiversity List habitats & species present: 
 Juniper (UK BAP) 
 Upland heath and Upland flushes (UK BAP) 
 Upland birch and Native pinewoods (UK BAP) 
 Upland oak woods (CLBAP) 
 Unimproved neutral grasslands (CLBAP) 
 Wych elm (NELBAP) 
 Scots pine, harebell, roe deer (SBL). 

Relevant NBN Gateway Records:  The habitats present and the extent of the site are 
such that it is likely that a number of animal species of ecological interest or 
conservation concern may be present e.g. the following species are listed on the 
NBN gateway for this site:   
 pearl-bordered fritillary, small pearl-bordered fritillary, northern brown argus 
 and small-heath butterflies, adder, common lizard, slow-worm, black grouse, 
 hen harrier, house sparrow, merlin, Scottish crossbill, siskin, spotted 
 flycatcher, song thrush, tree pipit, robin, bat species including Natterer’s bat,
 red squirrel, mountain hare and wildcat.  Pine marten is also recorded and its 
 presence on the site might be expected. 

Notable plants recorded from the 10 km square are: 
Annual Knawel (Scleranthus annuus) 
Black-bindweed (Fallopia convolvulus) 
Charlock (Sinapis arvensis) 
Corn Mint (Mentha arvensis) 
Field Pepperwort (Lepidium campestre) 
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Good-King-Henry (Chenopodium bonus-henricus) 
Harebell (Campanula rotundifolia) 
Heath Cudweed (Gnaphalium sylvaticum) 
Heather (Calluna vulgaris) 
Intermediate Wintergreen (Pyrola media) 
Large-flowered Hemp-nettle (Galeopsis speciosa) 
Mossy Saxifrage (Saxifraga hypnoides) 
Small Cow-wheat (Melampyrum sylvaticum) 
Twinflower (Linnaea borealis) 
Wild Pansy (Viola tricolor) 

Site Evaluation:  Considered of significant ecological value for the range of, and 
quality of habitats present including elements probably of high value: 

 juniper formations (District to Regional importance), 
 mature birch wood and mixed woodlands with good quality acid grasslands 

associated (District importance)
 dry heath (Local importance) 
 mire/flush (Local importance).    

007 – Ordie, Dinnet  
A field of largely unimproved, or slightly semi-improved neutral grassland, apparently 
mown for hay.   Appears to be a remant of a linear crofting field pattern. 

Grasses include Festuca rubra, Agrostis capillaries, Anthoxanthum odoratum, Holcus 
lanatus, Poa pratensis, Phleum bertolonii, Dactylis glomerata, Arrhenatherum elatius. 
Herb species varied but with a moderate to low cover include Rumex acetosa,
Lathyrus pratensis,  Lotus corniculatus, Medicago lupulina, Vicia sativa, Hypochaeris 
radicata, Leontodon autumnalis, Achillea millefolium, Plantego lanceolata, Cerastium 
fontanum, Ranunculus repens, Trifolium repens, Viola tricolour and Campanula 
rotundifolia. 

Small group of mature and regenerating aspen in the north of the field and mature 
and semi-mature scattered broom, rowan and downy birch along the walled eastern 
boundary. 

BAP/Biodiversity List habitats & species: 
 Unimproved neutral grassland (CLBAP) 
 Aspen (CLBAP); very small stand however. 
 Wild pansy and Harebell (SBL) 
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Relevant NBN Gateway Records:  Barn owl, bullfinch, kestrel, corn bunting, 
corncrake (record from grid square NJ4401, summer 2008), linnet, grey partridge, 
song thrush, skylark, bats, roe-deer, brown hare. 

Notable plants recorded from the 10 km square are: 
Annual Knawel (Scleranthus annuus) 
Charlock (Sinapis arvensis) 
Harebell (Campanula rotundifolia) 
Heath Cudweed (Gnaphalium sylvaticum) 
Heather (Calluna vulgaris) 
Large-flowered Hemp-nettle (Galeopsis speciosa) 
Wild Pansy (Viola tricolor) 

Site Evaluation: Probably of ecological value at the Local scale. Of interest for the 
local record for corncrake. 

008 – Auvhnerran Woods. 
An extensive woodland site of commercial, predominantly mature, Scots pine forest 
with occasional other coniferous species (larch, silver fir, Sitka spruce) and locally 
stands of Norway spruce, in particular to the north of Blelack and Mill in the eastern 
section of the site (Target Note 7) .   Birch is locally frequent, and forms a sparse 
stand of deciduous woodland in the north-east of the site over a grassland ground 
flora dominated by Deschampsia flexuosa and Agrostis spp. (Target Note 9). 

Ground flora under mature Scots pine is for the most part dominated by Calluna 
vulgaris, Vaccinium myrtillus and V. vitis-idea (Target Note 2).  Locally the woodland 
is well structured with trees of varying canopy size and shape (Target Note 6).  In 
some parts of the north-east of the site (e.g. around Sandy Hillock, Target Note 8)
ericaceous vegetation gives way to a bracken and grassy understory locally with 
Oxalis acetosa, Rumex acetosella, Rubus fruticosus, Digitalis purpurea, Dryopteris 
dilitata and Pyrola spp (vegetative material only). In many areas throughout the 
woods, a typical moss flora (Rhytidiadephus, Pseudoscleropodium, Polytrichum spp.) 
provides significant cover. 

In some areas, the woodland cover is sparser, comprising scattered mature standard 
pines with scattered pine seedlings over open Calluna heath (Target Notes 3, and 
Target Note 5 where birch is also regenerating. Conversely, denser younger pines 
occur over sparse Calluna in the area of Target Note 4. 

Other habitats:- 

Valley and basin mires: Extensive mire in the west and south-west of the site with 
Eriophorum angustifolium, Sphagnum spp., Carex rostrata, Narthecium ossifragum, 



Main Issues Report - Background Evidence 5. Site Analysis

374

Tender for Phase 1 Habitat Surveys for the  CNPA 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Northern Ecological Services, Aboyne, Aberdeenshire, AB34 5JP May 2010 

20

Erica tetralix, Scirpus cespitosus, Potentilla palustris with Molinia caerulea, Juncus 
effusus and C. vulgaris where conditions are not so wet.  
    
 Smaller but similar mire communities in shallow basins in the north-west of the 
site in the area around the curling pond and nearby to the south of the area of hard 
standing used for timber handling and storage (Target Note 1). Area of hard 
standing appears to have intruded into the mire to the south, reducing its area. 

 Flood-plain mire around the small stream in the north-west of the site 
dominated by Juncus acutiflorus & J. effusus with Deschamsia cespitosa, Filipendula 
ulmaria, Achillea ptarmica, Equisetum palustre, Carex rostrata and leafy liverworts. 

Streams: The extensive  mire in the west of the site drains via a small stream 
eastwards to meet the Logie Burn.  Similar small streams drain the north-east of the 
site.  Logie Burn around 3-4 metres broad, moderate to fast flow over coarse sands 
and gravels.  Shading generally precludes the development of an aquatic flora 
though rushes and ferns (male fern, lady fern, broad buckler fern) locally common on 
the banks.  

Open Water:   The Curling Pond has Molinia cearulea, Erica tetralix and Scirpus 
cespitosus along its banks and stands of Carex rostrata in the open water.

BAP/Biodiversity List habitats & species:
 Native Pinewoods & Planted Conifer (CLBAP) 
 Rivers and Streams (CLBAP) 
 Pyrola media (SBL)

Relevant NBN Gateway Records:  Common frog, common toad, adder, common 
lizard, capercaillie, black grouse, Scottish crossbill, siskin, tree pipit, red squirrel, 
otter, bats, wildcat, roe-deer, Pyrola media. 

Notable plants recorded as for Site 007 – Ordie, Dinnet, above. 

Site Evaluation:
  Woodland of Local value,  
  extensive western mire likely to be of District to County value. 

024 - Dinnet 
A group of small sites in Dinnet characterised by Scot’s pine plantation and 
secondary birch woodland. 

24B (T1)  Mature, even-aged Scots pine woods over typical ground flora of mosses, 
Calluna vulgaris, Erica tetralix and Deschampsia flexuosa.  Other herbs include 
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Teucrium scorodonia, Oxalis acetosa and Galium saxatile. Woods slope down with 
increasing cover of birch in the north of the site (Target Note 2) to abut the adjacent 
Muir of Dinnet SSSI (including wetlands of the River Dee SAC). 

Neutral grassland prevail around the sawmill and associated buildings (Target Note 
1) with Holcus lanatus, Agrostis capillaris, Agrostis vinealis, Trifolium repens, 
Ranunculus repens and Campanula rotundifolia.  Various stored and dumped 
building materials here. 

Well defined animal tracks throughout the site, probably attributable to deer. 

24C (HS1).  Plot of acidic woodlands on the western edge of the village comprising 
dense young Scots pine by the road leading to more open mixed woods of young to 
semi-mature pine and birch over a mainly grassy (Deschampsia flexuosa) ground 
flora with bracken, occasional Calluna and locally abundant mosses.   Along the 
northern edge of the site, the land lowers to a damp woodland of downy birch with 
Polytrichum and Sphagnum mosses. 

Two large silver firs in the north-west corner of the site. 

24D (HS2a).  Scattered birch woodland and scattered broom over damp acid-neutral 
grassland, grazed by cattle.  Dominated by Holcus lanatus with Anthoxanthum 
odoratum, Agrostis spp, Dactylis glomerata, Poa pratensis, Festuca rubra with 
Ranuculus repens, Trifolium repens, Veronica chamaedrys and Succisa pratensis. 

24E (HS2B).  Mainly dense, young to semi-mature mixed birch/Scots pine woodland 
along the south of the road with occasional clearings dominated either by heathers or 
shrubby (broom) grasslands of Deschampsia flexuosa and Festuca rubra, grading to 
Arrhenatherum grasslands by the roadside. 

24F (HS3).  Larger site of mature scattered birch over neutral grassland of Holcus 
lanatus, Agrostis spp, Dactylis glomerata, Festuca rubra and Anthoxanthum 
odoratum.  Herb species limited, some Oxalis acetosa and Teucrium scorodonia, and 
patches of ruderal tall herb (nettles and creeping thistle). 

Small square roadside plots by the B9158 characterised by mature and sapling 
conifers over a heather and moss flora.  Western plot also with holly, sapling oak and 
birch. 

BAP/Biodiversity List habitats & species:
 Native Pinewoods & Planted Conifer (CLBAP) 
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Relevant NBN Gateway Records:  Common frog, common toad, adder, common 
lizard, slow-worm, bullfinch, kestrel, linnet, hobby, Scottish crossbill, siskin, robin, 
tree pipit, woodcock, wood warbler, red squirrel, bats, roe-deer, Pyrola media. 

Notable plants recorded from the 10 km square: 
Annual Knawel (Scleranthus annuus) 
Harebell (Campanula rotundifolia) 
Heath Cudweed (Gnaphalium sylvaticum) 
Heather (Calluna vulgaris) 
Intermediate Wintergreen (Pyrola media) 
Twinflower (Linnaea borealis) 
Wild Pansy (Viola tricolor) 

Site Evaluation: All sites of relatively low ecological value of significance at the Site 
level only. 

026 - Land by Monaltrie Park, Ballater 
Site dominated by arable farmland with the former track of the Deeside railway, now 
a footway and cycle path running through the centre of the site.   

The former railway provides a wildlife corridor with scattered trees and remnant strips 
of unimproved neutral grassland.   Tree and shrubs include native pine, birch, wild 
cherry, sycamore and broom, together with a number of non-natives such as 
cotoneaster, snowberry, Swedish whitebeam, grey alder, lilac and larch. 

Grassland verges along the path have a range of coarse grass species and herbs 
such as Galium verum, Achillia millefolium, Veronica chamaedrys, Centaurea nigra, 
Stellaria graminea, Lathyrus pratensis, Vicia spp., Campanula rotundifolia and
patches of tall herb, nettle and raspberry.  Similar unimproved coarse grasslands are 
present on a broad verge along the northern boundary of the arable fields with 
bramble, broom, rowan and birch. 

The northernmost section of the site lies on an upper river terrace and comprises 
fairly species-rich unimproved neutral Festuca/Agrostis grasslands on the terrace 
with acid grasslands and heathers on the leached soils of the south-facing slope.  
Species include Achillea millefolium, Lotus corniculatus, Lathyrus pratensis, Lathyrus 
linifolius, Galium verum, Ranunculus acris, Succisa pratensis,  Hypochaeris radicata 
and Alchemilla vulgaris. 

BAP/Biodiversity List habitats & species:
 Unimproved neutral grasslands (CLBAP) 
 Harebell (SBL) 
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Relevant NBN Gateway Records:  Adder, common lizard, slow-worm, barn owl, 
bullfinch, kestrel, skylark, linnet, robin, house sparrow, yellowhammer, bats, roe-deer. 

Notable plants recorded from the 10 km square are: 
Annual Knawel (Scleranthus annuus) 
Black-bindweed (Fallopia convolvulus) 
Charlock (Sinapis arvensis) 
Corn Mint (Mentha arvensis) 
Field Pepperwort (Lepidium campestre) 
Good-King-Henry (Chenopodium bonus-henricus) 
Harebell (Campanula rotundifolia) 
Heath Cudweed (Gnaphalium sylvaticum) 
Heather (Calluna vulgaris) 
Intermediate Wintergreen (Pyrola media) 
Large-flowered Hemp-nettle (Galeopsis speciosa) 
Mossy Saxifrage (Saxifraga hypnoides) 
Small Cow-wheat (Melampyrum sylvaticum) 
Twinflower (Linnaea borealis) 
Wild Pansy (Viola tricolor) 

Site Evaluation:
  Former railway corridor of value at the Local scale 
  Unimproved river terrace grasslands and acid grassland slope may be 
of value at the Local to District level. 
  Arable fields of low ecological interest but may have value for farmland 
birds and could provide habitat for some notable plant species of arable 
margins/disturbed ground such as Large flowered hemp nettle, Charlock and Good 
King Henry. 

035a - Quarry at Crathie 
Small quarry extending into a hillside of birch over acid grassland and dry heath with 
scattered juniper with an area of this habitat remaining intact within the site on the 
western edge of the quarry and narrow strips along the site boundary elsewhere.  
Typical species predominating are Betula pendula/pubescens, Juniperis communis, 
Calluna, Erica cinerea, Deschampsia flexuosa, Teucrium scorodonia, Potentilla 
erecta and a typical moss flora.

Quarry floor and slopes provide disturbed habitats showing varying degrees of re-
colonisation from the surrounding vegetation on the slopes and with the quarry floor 
dominated by dense colonizing birch and broom, rabbit-grazed Agrostis/Festuca  
grasslands, ruderal vegetation and bare-ground/ephemeral mosaics.  Species 
include Urtica dioica, Rubus fruticosus, Rubus ideaus, Heracleum sphondyllium, 
Luzula sylvatica, Lepidium heterophyllum, Cirsium arvense, Vicia sepium, Sedum 
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telephium, with Prunella vulgaris, Ranunculus repens, Potentilla erecta, Fragaria 
vesca and Vernonica chamaedrys in the open grasslands.  Juncus effusus and
Deschampsia cespitosa occupy occasional damp hollows.

BAP/Biodiversity List habitats & species:
 Juniper (UKBAP) 
 Upland birch woods (CLBAP) 

Relevant NBN Gateway Records:  Adder, common lizard, slow-worm, bullfinch, 
linnet, spotted flycatcher, tree pipit, song thrush, robin, bats. 

Notable Plants: 
Black-bindweed (Fallopia convolvulus) 
Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta) 
Charlock (Sinapis arvensis) 
Corn Mint (Mentha arvensis) 
Harebell (Campanula rotundifolia) 
Heather (Calluna vulgaris) 
Intermediate Wintergreen (Pyrola media) 
Large-flowered Hemp-nettle (Galeopsis speciosa) 
White Mustard (Sinapis alba) 

Site Evaluation:
  Remnant birch woods with juniper within the western section of the site 
represent an example of the adjacent SSSI woodlands of Crathie Wood, and should 
be valued at a District to Regional level. 
      
  Ruderal habitats of the quarry floor significant at a Site level only. 

035b - Land at Keiloch 
Land within the curtillage of the sawmill which much bare ground around the sawmill 
buildings and damp grasslands elsewhere with some colonising saplings of downy 
birch.  Predominant species are Holcus lanatus, Juncus effusus, Cirsium arvense,  
Urtica dioica, Senecio jacobea, Anthoxanthum odoratum and Agrostis spp.  A small 
patch of Luzula sylvatica and Deschampsia cespitosa is present in a damp 
depression in the south-east of the site and two mature larches and one Norway 
spruce are present along the roadside boundary. 

Relevant NBN Gateway Records:  Song thrush, linnet, siskin, robin, house sparrow, 
slow worm, adder, common lizard, common toad. 

Notable Plants from the NBN Gateway records: 
Alpine Milk-vetch (Astragalus alpinus) 
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Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta) 
Charlock (Sinapis arvensis) 
Good-King-Henry (Chenopodium bonus-henricus) 
Harebell (Campanula rotundifolia) 
Heath Cudweed (Gnaphalium sylvaticum) 
Heather (Calluna vulgaris) 
Intermediate Wintergreen (Pyrola media) 
Large-flowered Hemp-nettle (Galeopsis speciosa) 
Mossy Saxifrage (Saxifraga hypnoides) 
Twinflower (Linnaea borealis) 
Wild Pansy (Viola tricolor). 

Given the nature of the site it is unlikely that many or any of the above species are 
present with the possible exception of charlock and Good King Henry.   

Site Evaluation: Of negligible ecological interest.  

035c – Bridge of Gairn. 
Three fields of improved grassland on an upper terrace of the river Dee.  Grasslands 
of low species diversity, grazed by cattle, with low stone wall/’wire fence boundaries 
and occasional old elder and rowan along the southern boundary.  Sward dominated 
by Lolium perenne, Holcus lanatus, Dactylis glomerata, Alopecurus pratensis and
Agrostis spp.  

Animal path through the fence into the south-west corner of the site may indicate use 
by foraging badgers and foxes. 

Relevant NBN Gateway Records:  Barn owl, kestrel, skylark, linnet, yellowhammer, 
roe-deer. 

Notable plants recorded from the 10 km square are: 
Annual Knawel (Scleranthus annuus) 
Black-bindweed (Fallopia convolvulus) 
Charlock (Sinapis arvensis) 
Corn Mint (Mentha arvensis) 
Field Pepperwort (Lepidium campestre) 
Good-King-Henry (Chenopodium bonus-henricus) 
Harebell (Campanula rotundifolia) 
Heath Cudweed (Gnaphalium sylvaticum) 
Heather (Calluna vulgaris) 
Intermediate Wintergreen (Pyrola media) 
Large-flowered Hemp-nettle (Galeopsis speciosa) 
Mossy Saxifrage (Saxifraga hypnoides) 
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Small Cow-wheat (Melampyrum sylvaticum) 
Twinflower (Linnaea borealis) 
Wild Pansy (Viola tricolor). 

Given the nature of the habitat, it is unlikely that many, or any of the above species 
are present on the site. 

Site Evaluation: Of negligible ecological interest.  Unlikely to be of significant value 
to foraging badgers given the extensive resource of good habitat along the floodplain 
and valley of the river Dee. 
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Appendix 1.  Scientific and Common Names of Plant Species cited in the text. 
Scientific Name Common Name Scientific Name Common Nam
Acer pseudoplatanus     Sycamore       
Achillea millefolium              Yarrow
Achillea ptarmica                 Sneezewort
Aegopodium podagraria            Ground elder
Agrostis capillaries Common bent      
Alchemilla vulgaris agg. Lady’s mantle          
Alnus glutinosa                Alder
Angelica sylvestris               Angelica
Anthoxanthum odoratum           Sweet vernal-grass
Arrhenatherum elatius             False oat
Athyrium filix-femina             Lady fern
Betula pubescens               Downy birch
Betula pendulosa         Silver birch
Calluna vulgaris                  Heather 
Campanula rotundifolia     Harebell       
Carex nigra        Common sedge               
Carex rostrata                    Bottle sedge
Centaurea nigra                   Knapweed
Cerastium holosteoides       Common mouse-

ear
Cirsium arvense                   Creeping thistle
Cirsium vulgare                   Spear thistle
Dactylis glomerata                Cocksfoot
Deschampsia cespitosa     Tufted hair-grass
Deschampsia flexuosa              Wavy hair-grass
Digitalis purpurea                Foxglove
Dryopteris dilatata               Buckler fern
Dryopteris filix-mas              Male fern
Erica cinerea                     Bell heather
Erica tetralix                    Cross-leaved heath
Eriophorum angustifolium          Common cotton 

grass
Fagus sylvatica               Beech
Festuca rubra                     Red fescue
Filipendula ulmaria               Meadow sweet
Fragaria vesca                    Wild strawberry
Fraxinus excelsior            Ash
Galium saxatile                   Heath bedstraw
Galium verum                      Lady’s bedstraw
Gentianella campestris            Field gentian
Heracleum sphondylium           Hogweed
Holcus lanatus                    Yorkshire fog
Hypochoeris radicata              Common cat’s ear
Juncus acutiflorus                Sharp-flowered 

rush
Juncus effusus                    Soft rush
Juniperus communis       Juniper
Larix decidua                 Larch
Lathyrus linifolius Bitter vetch                 
Lathyrus pratensis                Meadow vetchling

Lepidium villarsii       Smith’s pepperwort    
Lolium perenne         Perennial rye-grass           
Lotus corniculatus          Bird’s foot trefoil       
Luzula sylvatica               Great woodrush
Medicago lupulina              Black medick     
Menyanthes trifoliata           Bogbean
Molinia caerulea                   Purple moor-grass
Narthecium ossifragum         Bog asphodel
Oxalis acetosella                  Wood sorrel
Phleum bertolonii                  Smaller cat’s tail
Phleum pratense                  Timothy-grass
Phragmites communis  Common reed        
Picea abies        Norway spruce            
Picea sitchensis               Sitka spruce
Pinus sylvestris              Scot’s pine
Plantago lanceolata              Ribwort plantain
Poa pratensis                       Meadow-grass
Populus tremula              Aspen
Potentilla erecta                   Tormentil
Prunella vulgaris                   Self-heal
Pseudotsuga menziesii        Douglas fir
Pyrola media                       Intermediate 

wintergreen
Ranunculus acris Meadow buttercup                 
Ranunculus repens Creeping buttercup           
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble            
Rubus idaeus                      Wild raspberry
Rumex acetosa                    Common sorrel
Rumex acetosella                 Sheeps’ sorrel
Salix aurita                  Eared willow
Salix caprea Goat wllow
Salix cinerea Grey willow
Sambucus nigra Elder
Sedum telephium                 Orpine
Senecio jacobaea                 Ragwort
Danthonia decumbens         Heath-grass
Sorbus aucuparia Rowan
Stellaria graminea Lesser  stichwort                
Succisa pratensis Devil’s bit scabious                
Teucrium scorodonia            Wood sage
Trichophorum cespitosum    Deer grass
Trifolium repens White clover                                 
Ulmus glabra                        Wych elm
Urtica dioica Nettle
Vaccinium myrtillus              Bilberry
Vaccinium vitis-idaea          Cowberry                         
Vicia cracca                        Tufted vetch           
Vicia sativa                          Common vetch
Vicia sepium                        Bush vetch
Viola tricolor        Wild pansy 
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Site 003b  
Improved grassland grazed by horses. Mature riparian trees. River Nethy SAC bounds the 
site to the west.  Housing bounds the site to the north east. River has potential otter 
habitat. 
 
Site 6a 
This site comprises an area of semi-improved grassland, the boundary to the south is 
mature Scot’s pine and bracken. With a large quantity of squirrel feeding remains. The west 
of the site is dense bracken and gorse providing suitable habitat for badgers.  The north and 
north east is surrounded by a scot’s pine woodland, listed as SPA and recorded on AWI.  
The Alt Mor River (listed as SAC) runs to the south of this site. 
 
Site 6b  
Improved grassland, that has been cropped. Mature trees bounding site and houses 
surrounding the site to the east, north and west. 
 
Site 013 
North boundary of site is a line of mature conifers with scattered mature broadleaved trees 
throughout the rest of the site which is currently grazed by sheep. The eastern edge of the 
site has mature beech, sycamore and conifer trees.  Site is graded as green, although the 
mature native trees should be retained. 
 
Site 014 
North section of site is currently used as a playing field, with short improved grassland and 
is of low ecological value. The southern section of the site is mature birch woodland with 
scattered Rowan. Understory is generally tall ruderal vegetation including rosebay willow 
herb. Site is graded as amber as it has potential to be sensitively developed if mature 
woodland is retained. 
 
Site 015b  
Majority of site is tall ruderal vegetation of common species including rosebay willow herb 
and nettles. Several mature trees are present. Piles of felled wood were recorded within the 
patch of ruderal vegetation. The farm steading building is constructed of stone and slate with 
an addition of a breeze block and corrugated sheeting shed. The original stone built steading 
provides suitable habitat for bats and barn owls and should be surveyed for these species 
before any construction/demolition works is undertaken. 
 
Site 015c  
Majority of site is grazing/arable land. Tall ruderal vegetation between the field perimeter 
fence and road with common species including rosebay willow herb and nettles. Several 
semi-mature rowan and sycamore present. 
 
Site 015d 
Site is located within a mature Scot’s pine woodland, with good understorey developing. 
Potential for red squirrels and other mammal species. 
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